
A bold project to phase out fossil fuels                  
and support a global just transition



Climate Change 
Greatest Global 
Threat

Source: WEF Global Risks Perception Survey 
2019-2020

Lack of action to address climate 
change is now the greatest threat 
facing humanity, calling for an 
international response. 









No global 
agreement on 
fossil fuel 
production 
risks:

Every supplier wanting to squeeze out the last drop and nobody wanting 
to be stuck with the costs. 

If there is no global governance of fossil fuel production exit then:

● It makes the inevitable transition harder

● It creates stranded assets and risks financial turmoil

● It increases risks to workers and communities 

● It delays renewable energy expansion

● It delays economic diversification into more sustainable sectors

● It consolidates powerful pro-fossil fuel political constituencies 

● It increases risk of technical, economic, legal and political lock-in

● It increases the risk of dangerous geo-engineering

● It risks warming well above 1.5ºC and 2°C









The need for international cooperation
Countries capacity to phase 
out fossil fuels and difficulty 
in transitioning varies 
greatly globally. 

Many countries face capacity 
constraints and can’t 
undertake the transition on 
their own, others are in a 
position to transition first 
and fastest.

International cooperation 
is essential to manage this 
transition in a manner that 
is fast and fair. Yet there is 
currently no international 
mechanism to manage that 
cooperation. 



Non-proliferation

Don’t add to the problem. 
End new exploration and 

expansion into new 
reserves.

Global Disarmament

Reduce the existing threat. 
Equitably phase out existing 
stockpiles and production in 

line with 1.5°C.

A Just Transition

Accelerate an equitable 
transition. Increase access to 

renewable energy & other 
low carbon solutions. 

Develop just transition 
plans.

Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty
Facilitating a rapid, coordinated, transparent and equitable transition away from fossil fuels

See: Peter Newell & Andrew Simms (2020) Towards a fossil fuel non-proliferation treaty, Climate Policy, 20:8, 1043-1054.



Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons (NPT) (1968)

3 pillars:
● Non-proliferation = 

ending fossil fuel exploration
● Disarmament = phasing-out 

production
● Peaceful transition = fast-tracking 

clean energy and a just transition

Treaty for the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons (2017)

● Massive global civil society 
movement

● Momentum driven by smaller, 
non-nuclear states - demonstrates 
ability of non-nuclear powers to 
change global norms & create 
reputational pressure

● ICAN winner of Nobel Prize

Nuclear Weapons treaties as a model





Change global norms on fossil fuels by 
demonstrating widespread action on fossil fuel 
supply

Provide the missing framework and 
mechanism for a multilateral agreement for a 
just transition

Grow the global movement for a just 
energy transition by centering equity 
demands and analysis and leading with 
solutions

Motivate cities and states to endorse the 
Treaty and phase out coal, oil and gas in their 
local areas 

Increase transparency and accountability 
by developing research on fossil fuel 
expansion

Complement frontline and finance 
campaigns with a unifying political 
demand that is commensurate with the scale of 
the challenge

Our objectives



Who we 
are 
& what 
we do

We are a directed network - guided by our global Steering 
Committee.

We work in collaboration with a diverse range of partners and 
other foundations. Over 1,500 organisations have endorsed from 
climate, Indigenous Peoples, youth, faith, health, gender, human 
rights, unions and other constituencies, spanning global networks 
like 350.org and Friends of the Earth to local groups, and 30+ cities 
such as Sydney, Los Angeles and Barcelona.  

We have a small international support team that supports and 
collaborates with partners to undertake:

● Regionally (e.g. Asia) and constituency (e.g. Youth, Faith) 
relevant campaigns and endorsement outreach

● Cities campaigning
● Media and communications 
● Research, analysis and academic collaborations
● Political advocacy and government engagement 



Just Transition
● Phasing-out fossil fuels will affect all aspects of modern life
● How we manage the transition will determine if we worsen today’s injustices, or if we make sure we build a 

fairer and better world? 
● Responsibility for the climate emergency from the richer countries means they need to phase out sooner from 

fossil fuels but also support financially and technically the transition of poorer countries
● Human rights must be at the centre, including worker rights

Workers and unions
● Are leaders of social change
● Will also need training support and good working opportunities 
● Engagement of unions and workers in the process as well as indigenous peoples, youth, fossil fuel affected 

communities will be essential to ensure the transition is just.
● Need for organizing to secure demands are met for social protections

There is no one path for the just transition, we need to work together on the Principles that will ensure the 
conditions are there for countries and communities to build what it looks like in different parts of the world.



Met with officials from at least 40 countries

Convened 4 high level meetings, in partnership with the Stanley Centre

Built the capacity, experience, and network of 1,500+ organisations, on every continent 

Grew our team from 4 to 40 people located in 15 countries

Established formal partnerships with 12 organisations

In one year we...

Conducted message testing in 5 countries with 8.7 million impressions



A Global Network, including

Tasneem Essop
CAN International

Carroll Muffett
CIEL

Tom Goldtooth
Indigenous 

Environment Network

Tessa Khan
Uplift

Niranjali 
Amerasinghe

ActionAid 

Sanjay Vashist
CAN South Asia

Mitzi Jonelle Tan
Fridays for Future

Mohamed Adow
Power Shift Africa

Harjeet Singh
CAN International

Lidy Nacpil
Asian People’s Movement 
on Debt & Development

Mark Campanale
Carbon Tracker

Meena Raman
Third World Network



1,500 civil society 
organisations



 Theory of change
Building a directed network calling for a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty centered on:

● Establishing enabling conditions for a global movement: Networking environmental, faith, peace and security, 
youth, indigenous, and women’s groups in all regions of the world 

● Shifting the narrative: Developing sophisticated place-based communications strategies on the need to phase down 
fossil fuels centering on risk and opportunity

● Enhancing accountability and transparency: Creating a new global benchmark for open and transparent data on 
fossil fuel production

● Demanding a globally just transition: Calling for a fair phase-down and convening stakeholders around key issues 
such as debt, equity and supply side policy options

● Increasing political pressure from below: Engaging cities and other sub-national actors to put pressure on 
governments

● Increasing political pressure internationally: Encourage political engagement of first mover countries at 
international level and new diplomatic initiatives

● Building the evidence base: Developing global and regional research on fast tracking the transition from fossil fuels, 
supported by research community of practice

● Complementing other theories of change and strategies (front-line, financial, other)



Diplomatic Engagement
• Club of Countries: initial focus on those who may champion the club, ie 

those prepared to make international demands for cooperation, countries 
looking to the future role of coal, oil, and gas in their economies, and 
countries particularly vulnerable to climate impacts. 

• Global Registry of Fossil Fuels: key to propelling supply side into 
international public policy discourse; transparency and accountability are key 
hooks; want to see this taken up this year.

• Global Commission on Fossil Fuels: or a formal UNSG report - would be 
major stepping-stone along the pathway of international and stakeholder 
co-operation, to build the case and support for a global treaty.

• Global treaty and regime that: 1) ends new exploration and production; 2) 
phases out existing stockpiles and production; 3) accelerates solutions for a 
managed and just transition.



Partners



Today 
significant 
momentum is 
building

1,500+

3,000+

300+

Civil society organisations 

Scientists, academics & researchers

Nationally-elected parliamentarians

ENDORSED BY

101 Nobel Laureates including the Dalai Lama

60+ Cities & sub-national governments
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Montreal pledges to sign 
treaty on non-proliferation 
of fossil fuels







300+ nationally 
elected officials 
from more than 
65 countries 





165+ nationally 
elected officials 
from more than 
35 countries in 
under 3 months

Our network directly influenced major global summit, making 
it the first UN conference to clearly recommend the “phase 
out of all fossil fuels” and to recognise the urgent need for 
“financial and technical support to realize a just transition.”



Building the evidence base
Treaty Research Agenda 

● Engaging leading academics and regional- and national-level experts and partners
● Building the evidence-base and underpin political, campaign and comms strategies
● Focusing on international cooperation and fossil fuels
● Strengthening a research community of practice
● Filling gaps in existing literature through new collaborative and commissioned research
● Amplifying new research outputs and contribute to changing narrative of fossil fuels globally

Three intersecting dimensions

● A global research stream is focused on strengthening political advocacy, enabling an equitable phase-out of fossil 
fuels, and enhancing international cooperation among states.

● A regional research stream is focused on ways to strengthen action in key global regions and country groupings, 
while deepening cooperation among researchers and advocates in different geographies

● A thematic research stream is focused on key cross-cutting topics of relevance to the global and regional agendas 

The research programme is overseen by the Research Working Group, and will be informed by a wider Research Network 
of interested academics and experts



Include summary 
screenshots_

-Fossil Fuel Exit Strategy
-CSO Equity Review
-Fossil Fuelled Five
-Policy Tracker (?)



Campaign & Comms
Introducing the Treaty Campaign Hub campaign.fossilfueltreaty.org



What can you do?
Endorse as an organisation at www.fossilfueltreaty.org

Promote the Treaty concept e.g. share this video

Call on cities in your region to endorse

Join a constituency-specific tactic – active statements calling for a Treaty from 
youth, faith, academics and health (coming soon)

Invite nationally-elected officials to join the 
Parliamentarians for a Fossil Fuel Free Future

http://www.fossilfueltreaty.org/#endorse
https://twitter.com/fossiltreaty/status/1309637360657727488
http://fossilfueltreaty.org/youth-letter
http://fossilfueltreaty.org/faith-letter
http://fossilfueltreaty.org/open-letter
http://fossilfuelfreefuture.org


Learn more, endorse the Treaty and 
join the campaign:
fossilfueltreaty.org

Connect with us:

 @fossiltreaty 

 /fossilfueltreaty

 @fossilfueltreaty


