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The climate crisis has been called a 

‘crisis of masculinity’

► But there are many versions of masculinity: this is a crisis of traditional 

masculinity

► And an intersectional crisis, where multiples axes of social inequality, 

based on gender, ethnicity (or how people are 

racialised/minoritized), social class, disability, sexual preference and 

identity and age combine

► ‘No climate justice without gender justice’ was the rallying cry at 

COP13 in Bali, 2007



This isn’t about chromosomes, biology or anatomy



Nor about 

women as 

Earth 

Mothers



“This is now our planet, run 
by humankind for 

humankind. We’ve not just 
ruined it. We’ve destroyed 

it.” – Sir David Attenborough



Meet 
Aysha, a 13-
year-old 
water 
pilgrim



Women and girls 
are 14 times more 
likely than men to 
die in disasters like 
floods and drought 
(UNDP, 2013)



The climate crisis is also increasing 

the number of child brides 
(©UNICEF/UN0302727/Panday)



OHCHR WOMEN
Climate change 

exacerbates violence 
against women and girls

12 July 2022

It is estimated that 80 per 
cent of people displaced 

by climate change are 
women, according to UN 

Environment.

When women are 
displaced, they are at 
greater risk of violence, 

including sexual violence, 
said Michelle Bachelet, UN 

High Commissioner for 
Human Rights.



But all this risks a women-as-victim 

narrative



No time here to discuss the 

gendered causes of the climate 

crisis

► Although quick glance at the structure of the main fossil fuel 

companies and the financial institutions bankrolling them would 

demonstrate that they are dominated by men



Men also drive the 
majority of the men’s 
cars, eat more meat 
than women and are 
more likely to be 
frequent fliers



MANY WOMEN 
WOULD ADOPT THE 

SAME BEHAVIOUR IF 

THEY COULD

But this isn’t 
because women 
have fewer 
‘selfish genes’ 
than men



So what are 
some of the 
solutions to the 
climate crisis…
… ADVANCED BY MEN?



How about a 
giant space 
umbrella to shield 
us from the sun?

(Victor Habbick Visions, Forbes 2020)



The 
feminisation of 
responsibility

► The idea of women as 

shoppers-in-chief, 

buying our way to a 
sustainable planet



The women-as-saviours narrative



I HAVE ANOTHER 

NAME FOR THIS

‘Blame the 

Dame’



►GO TO WWF.ORG.UK

►home

►GIVE TO THE CLIM ATE CRISIS FUND

►HOW BIG IS YOURENVIRONM ENTALFOOTPRINT?

►Our w orld is in crisis - from climate change to the pollution in our oceans and devastation of our forests. It's up to all of us to fix  it. Take your first step w ith our UK based environmental footprint calculator.

►M EASURE YOUR IM PACT

►Not from the UK? Our results are measured against UK targets so they w on't accurately reflect your region but there's still lots to learn about your impact.

►© Jiri Rezac / WWF-UK

►OR

►CHALLENGE YOURSELF TO M AKE A DIFFERENCE

►Calculate your footprint w ith the M y Footprint app then choose and track challenges to help you make small changes in your ow n life that add up to something bigger.

►Join a community of people w ho care about our planet and do your bit to live more sustainably. After all, change begins at home.

►Dow nload the M y Footprint App

►

►

►FOR A FUTURE WHERE PEOPLE AND NATURE THRIVE

►M ETHODOLOGY

►CONTACT US

►TERM S & CONDITIONS

►DATA PROTECTION

►VISIT WWF.ORG.UK

►COOKIE SETTINGS

►

►

►Photos and graphics © or used w ith permission.

►WWF-UK is a registered charity in England and Wales (1081247) and in Scotland (SC039593) and a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales (4016725).

https://wwf.org.uk/
https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/
https://support.wwf.org.uk/climate-crisis-fund?utm_source=footprint-calculator&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=results-screen&pc=GMH013098
https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/questionnaire
https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/methodology
https://www.wwf.org.uk/contact-us
https://www.wwf.org.uk/terms-and-conditions
https://www.wwf.org.uk/privacy-and-data-protection
https://www.wwf.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A//footprint.wwf.org.uk/%23/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=The%20planet%20is%20in%20crisis%20-%20from%20climate%20change%20to%20the%20pollution%20in%20our%20oceans%20and%20the%20devastation%20of%20our%20forests.%20It%27s%20up%20to%20all%20of%20us%20to%20fix%20it.%20Take%20your%20first%20step%20with%20our%20environmental%20footprint%20calculator.%20&url=https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A//footprint.wwf.org.uk/%23/&title=Enviromental%20Footprint%20Calculator&summary=The%20planet%20is%20in%20crisis%20-%20from%20climate%20change%20to%20the%20pollution%20in%20our%20oceans%20and%20devastation%20of%20our%20forests.%20It%27s%20up%20to%20all%20of%20us%20to%20fix%20it.%20Take%20your%20first%20step%20with%20our%20environmental%20footprint%20calculator.%20&url=https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/
about:blank


Overpopulati
on is having a 
'catastrophic 
effect' on the 

natural world, 
warns Prince 

William

► In 2017, while expecting his third child…

► In fact, as Sasser (2018) points out, none of 

the countries in sub-Saharan Africa with 

high fertility rates (like Nigeria, Tanzania and 

Ethiopia) figure in the world’s top 75 

greenhouse gas-emitting nations



The majority of 
young climate 
activists are 
women



But when it 
comes to the 
top table 
where decisions 
are made

TAKE A LOOK AT THIS



Look how few 
UNFCCC 
committees 
include 50% 
women (WEDO, 
2022)



This campaigning group aims to 

change these statistics



Let’s look at 
some other  
real 
solutions





Meet the 
women 
installing and 
managing 
the 
Bhungroo



Anne 

Hidalgo, 

mayor of Paris

►Advocate of 

the 15-minute 

city



The great 

Vandana 

Shiva



And the 
equally great 
Wangara 
Maathai



And then there’s 
the wonderful 
Yasmeen Lari and 
her mud-and-lime 
eco-stoves



The UNFCCC  Gender Action Plan



Exciting, radical ideas are being 

put forward by feminist economists



Women are 
prominent around 
the world in taking 
fossil fuel company 
ies and 
governments to 
court



The 
campaign 
for a Feminist 
Green New 
Deal



Wbg

Women’s 

Budget 

Group

►‘Creating a Caring 

Economy’(2020)



Kate Raworth’s 
work sketches how 
this can be 
achieved
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